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NORTHWEST 
TERRITORIES: 


SNOWDRIFT 


The Sched swings low over an intricate maze of 
small lakes, rivers that seem to lead nowhere and 
lines of rock and forest that weave a pattern of 
green and grey around the patches of blue water. 
It all looks like a geologist’s paradise. The area 
is plateau-like, but full of undulating irregularities- 
faults, muskegs, hog-back ridges and low, curved 
rock cliffs. Beyond lies the East Arm of the Great 
Slave Lake and Christie Bay. At 62° 23’ North 
Longitude and 110° 47’ West Latitude is Snowarift, 
a small and fairly isolated settlement. Snowadrift is 
located on the tip of a peninsula. The settlement 
meanders from the point of this peninsula up a 
woolly hill which over looks the Bay. 


The population number about 270 people, but 
this figure decreases considerably in the summer 
when fire-fighting claims most of the men and in 
the fall through winter when the Hostel in Fort 
Smith calls many of the older children. The people 
speak Chipewyan and many speak English. 


SETTLEMENT HISTORY 


A number of Chipewyan families used the area 
around the present settlement of Snowdrift as their 
summer fishing camp. They would spend the winter 
months trapping in the barrens around, what is now, 
Artillary Lake. Often they followed the caribou 
down to the East Arm area, but they would return 
to the barrens after the hunt. (Caribou migration 
only goes into the bushland and as far south as 
Snowdrift about every seven years. The herds took 
this route in 1971). Come April, the families would 
move to the Christie and MacLean Bays, living in 
tents or the odd log house along the shores. The fish 
are very abundant in this area-trout, grayling and 
white fish, but the catch was dried and saved for 
winter. The summer diet consisted mainly of dried 
caribou meat and various types of pemmican. In 
those days the fall hunt was usually large enough 
to supply a family for the whole year. 


There was an annual trip by canoe to Fort Resol- 
ution where the nearest trading post was located. 
The men would go to trade their fur catch of fox, 
mink, marten, beaver, and the occasional bear. 
The rest of the family stayed to tend the nets. Even 


after the Northwest Company established a post in 
the Snowdrift area in the 1920's, the trip to Fort 
Resolution continued for clothing and Supplies that 
the smaller post didn’t Carry. 


A few years after the Northwest Trading Post was 
established, aR.C. mission moved to the point which 
iS presently part of the settlement. The early ‘30's 
Saw the take-over of the post by the Hudson’s Bay 
Company and the trip to Fort Resolution was aband- 
oned. It was also at this time that families began to 
Stay near the Bay post all year round. With the 
construction of the school in Snowdrift more Whites 
arrived in the settlement. Most of the Indian families 
were then able to supplement their dwindling in- 
comes by chopping wood and Shovelling snow for 
the newcomers. 


Many families lived on the opposite shore off 
Christie Bay or on the islands up until 1954 when 
some houses were moved at the Suggestion of the 
agency Superintendent who thought it would be a 
good idea for the Indians to have their own village. 


ECONOMY 


There are no serious trappers left in the com- 
munity and few still have a winter trap-line. Last 
year only one family went out on the trap-line. 
There is more hunting and fishing done, but not 
enough to make a living from. Ski-doos are replac- 
ing the dog-teams. These encourage short, fast trips, 
rather than any extended hunts. 


Three Winter Works Projects were to build a 
community hall; extend the airstrip, build a cabin 
there and an access road; and to put up a community 
dock. During winter months, both men and women 
take advantage of the long evenings to make the 
fine handicrafts which they sell in the local craft 
shop. 

The summer months are somewhat busier. Many 
of the older men work as guides for the Frontier 
Tourist Lodge. The younger men are almost guaran- 
teed work with the Mackenzie Forest Service fighting 
fires. There is a tale among these people that 
the first fire was started by the first plane that came 
into the settlement. 


TRANSPORTATION 


Snowdrift has a new airstrip that is 2400’ long 
and 100’ wide. It has just been completed and there- 
fore is not well packed. It is rough, soft, and has a 
bit of a slope at the end of the runway. It is not re- 
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commended for non-professional pilots. Ptarmigan 
Airways operates a Sched service three times a week 
(Monday, Wednesday, Friday) in the summer and 
twice a week (Tuesday, Thursday) in the winter. 
The fare is $30.00 one way from Yellowknife and 
the freight charge is $0.25 per pound. During the 
summer there are also many charters into the area. 


There is a float base in the settlement and an old 
dock by the Hudson’s Bay Co. There are no concrete 
docks, so the docks tend to be rebuilt every season 
after the ice takes them out. There is no breakwater 
and weather conditions in the Bay often make it dif- 
ficult for boats and small planes. There are no real 
roads in the settlement apart from the one rather 
rough road to the airstrip and two trails used in the 
fall and winter by local hunters and trappers. 


COMMUNICATIONS 


There is a Radio-Phone located in the Hudson's 
Bay Store. Call times are at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
daily, but the set is fairly unreliable. There is also 
a radio operated by the Mackenzie Forest Service 
and one privately owned radio. During the summer 
the Frontier Fishing Lodge operates another radio- 
phone. Also the R.C.M.P. has a radio. 


Mail comes into Snowdrift with the Sched and the 
Post Office is located in the Hudson's Bay store. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


There is no public accommodation in the settle- 
ment. Most visitors to the area go into the Frontier 
Fishing Lodge or the fishing camps operated by Mike 
Thomas. Shere are five Government houses for tea- 
chers and eleven new low-rental housing units. 


Community Hall 


MUNICIPAL SERVICES 


Water is supplied by a water wagon which hauls 
water to Snowdrift’s 1000 gallon tank and to various 
homes. Garbage is picked up once a week and a 
Honey Bucket service is in operation. Electricity is 
provided by four 50 k.w. generators. Two of these 
run continually during the winter. 


HEALTH SERVICES 


There is a Nursing Station in Snowdrift with 
one nurse. It has two beds and the clinic is open 
from Monday to Friday from 1 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. 
A doctor visits once a month and a dentist twice a 
year. The nearest hospital is in Yellowknife - 118 
air miles. 


EDUCATION 


There is an elementary school in the settlement. 
It consists of one Atco attached at right angles 
to a long green building. It is located right beside 
the water and has some limited playgroundfacilities. 
Here two teachers, a teaching principal and two 
Teaching Assistants teach grades one to six. The 
age for enrollment is 6 years old. Secondary educa- 
tion is provided in Fort Smith. 


There are two Adult Educators in Snowdrift. They 
have started a Youth Club, a Recreation program, 
begun a Library and offer instruction in sewing, 
cooking, typing, crafts and music. 


STORES 


Hudson’s Bay - groceries and dry goods 

HOURS - 9:30 a.m. - 12p.m. 

1 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Monday - Friday 

Thomas’ Confectionary - confectionary and foodstuffs 
HOURS - 10 a.m. - 11 p.m. daily 

Craft shop - raw materials available on Monday 
otherwise open by appointment (contact Alicette 
Abel) 


CHURCHES 


Snowdrift is a Roman Catholic community and 
the Order of Oblate Father of Mary Immaculate has 
had a church on the point of the peninsula since 
the 30's. There is a resident priest. Mass is said at 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. on Sundays. 


RECREATION 


There is a new community hall, which is used for 
dances and feasts, in Snowdrift. It will hold about 
300 people. It was built last year as a Local Initia- 
tives Project by the people. It is a red log structure 
with blue-grey trim that stands half-way up the hill 
in the very centre of the community. 


There is a proposed playground to be located 
behind the school. At present the Recreation Pro- 
gram operates in the area directly in front of the 
Hudson's Bay Store. Most other organized activities 
that go on in the community operate from the home 
of the Adult Educators. A log cabin has been set aside 
for a Youth Centre. 


- 


ODDS AND ENDS 


Liquor is available in Yellowknife or, during the 
summer, at the Frontier Tourist Lodge. Some resi- 
dents have a permit to brew their own mixtures. 
There is an R.C.M.P. constable in the settlement 
permanently. There is no bank in Snowdrift although 
the Bay or Thomas’ Store usually cash cheques. 
There is no fire department. The new houses are 
equipped with extinguishers. 


POINTS OF INTEREST 


There are three interesting physical formations 
within a two-mile radius of Snowdrift - the Stark 
Formation, consisting of dolomite and limestone, 
is exposed to the northeast and the south of the 
village; the Tochatwi Formation outcrops as a 
syncline with its axis parallel to the Snowdrift 
peninsula; the Pearson Formation is atop a 800’ 
hill to the northeast of the settlement. 


There are two tourist fishing camps in the area. 
One is operated by Mike Thomas from Snowdrift. He 
has several camps in the area. Mr. Thomas provides 
transportation, food, guides and complete out- 
fitting for the hunter or fisherman. For those who 
want to enjoy the sport of the area, but prefer to 
challenge the wilds on their own, Mr. Thomas’ 
operations should be very appealing. There is still 
the opportunity to fish these waters for those who 
prefer luxury and comfort, at Jerry Bricker’s Front- 
ier Fishing Lodge. Mr. Bricker has sixteen boats, 
each with a guide. His lodge accommodates twenty- 
four people and he has four separate cabins which 
will sleep from seven to twelve people each. There 
are lots of added extras like a sauna, a smoke 
house, laundry services, a store that carries most 
everything a fisherman could want and liquor is 
available. The meals are simple, but excellently 
cooked. The most striking thing about the Lodge, 
apart from the large numbers of fish the boats 
bring in every day, is that everything is scrupulously 
clean. The Lodge is open from mid-July till mid- 
September and reservations can be made through 
most travel agencies. 


The Handicraft Shop in Snowdrift needs special 
mention. The Shop carries many articles you don't 
always find in other settlements. Perhaps the most 
interesting articles are the knives and spears of 
caribou antler and bone, bows and bone arrowheads, 
light strong snowshoes and the colourful native 


Craft Shop 


drums. There are beautifully decorated slippers, 
mukluks, parkas and vests. The beadwork done in the 
settlement is really beautiful and the embroidery is 


perfect. The Craft Shop is a place not to miss in 
Snowdrift. 


COMMENTS 


Changes have come very quickly to Snowdrift. 
There have been eleven new houses, an airstrip, 
regular air service, a Nursing Station, a R.C.MP. 
post, the Community Hall and the Settlement 
Council has been established - all within the last 
two years. Soon there will be a Weather Station in 
Snowdrift set up by the Atmospheric Environment 
Council which will open communication with Yellow- 
knife twenty-four hours a day. 
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1,304,903 square miles, being 33.9 percent 
of the area of Canada. 


Mainland area 730,266 square miles 
Freshwater area 51,465 square miles 
Offshore Islands area 523,172 square miles 


Coastline length — approximately 9,500 miles. 
Highway system — 841 miles. 
Population — 1971 - 35,526: 1966 - 28,128 


Business Volume 1970 — approximately 
$215,000,000 


Value of mineral production included above — 
$124,000,000 
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